DAG. oa BD 1.” ANG at; 


x ; LE OS Eo SET Po ONE IH ON 
—""Y MF SY "REI +168 - 7 'a on Sethe 24 _— "s 2 - 12008 REIT. In Fa Es ”— Ed £4 « m "Ie" * * 2 : L I" 
Fr: I of a 4 * " - Rh 
% A 5 
- LS 45 
a 
f 4 : 


Of the KIRK ff © 
SCOTLAND. 


SV BSCRIBED 


By the Kings Majeſtie and his Hou: 


holde, in the —_ of God, 1580, 


Witha Deſi rags ſuch acts of Parlament, at ave ex: 
pedient , for juſiefying ihe Vnien, afier mentioned, 


And ſubſcribed by the Nobles, Barrons, Gentle- 


men, Burgeſles, Miniſters, and Commons, in - 
the yeare of God, 1638. 


ESO IE NGTS SOT TEOTTONOS 


Iosnva Chap: 24 ver. 25, 


So foſh ua made a Covenant With the people the ſame day, and ave 
them an Ordnance and LaW an Stchem. 


2 Kings II. 17, 


Ard fehojads made a Covenant betweene the Lord and the King,and 
the people, that they ſhould bee the Lords people: likewiſe be- 
#weene the King andthe people. 


ISAIAH. 44: F5: : 


One hall ſy, 1 4m the Lords: another ſhall be called by the name of of Jacob: 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand wito the Lord, &c. 
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THE 
Confeſhon of Faith 


Of the KIRK of © 
SCOTLAND. 


SV BSCRIBED 


By the Kings Majeſtie and his Hou: 


holde, in the - of God, 1580» 


With a Deſignation of ſuch acts of Parlament, at ave ex: 
eat 5 for jullfping. the Viion, after mentioned, 


And ſubſcribed by the Nobles, Barrons, Gentle- 


men, Burgeſles, Miniſters, and Commons, in | 
the yeare of God, 1638. 


SE RED TS EDO SOHC STONE 


Iosnva Chap: 24 ver. 25, 


So Foſh ua made a Covenant With the people the ſame day, and pave 
them an Ordmance and LaW jn Ca: 
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2 Kines II. I7, 


Ard Tehojada made a Covenant betweene the Lord and the King.and 


the people, that they ſhould bee the Lords people: likewiſe be- 
tweene the King and the people. 


ISAIAH. 44; F: : 


One ſhall ſay, 14m the Lords: another ſhall be called by the name of Jacek; 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bus hand unto the Lord, &c. 


PEISPEACPLESPESSPESSR ISP LI PLAS > ASPLASP LAS EAGIE 
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#0 all Commiſſioners and 
7 Realme » in the yeare of God 


. 


* 


that Wee, and our Houſholde, have Subſcribed 


ven rhio publick Conf lion nf nus Faichs (vo the 


ut, - 


imple of our Subjedts : We commaund and charge 
nifoners and Miniſters, 'to crave the ame Con- 


ic arochinars, and proceed againſt the refu- 

ers, according to.our Lawes and order of the Kirk , de- 

Ivering their names , and lawfull proces to the Miniſters 

Houſe, with all haſte and diligence, -under the paine 
tie pound to be taken from their ſtipend, that Wee, 

e advice of our Counſell, may take order with fach 

contemners of God and our Lawes. | 


- . . - K 


- 


© SubſeribedWith owhand, at Halyrudhouſe, 1 5 $6. 
cy; The 2, day of March, the 14. yeare. of our 


The Confeſſion of Faith, 
OF 
The Kirke of S COTLAN D. 


bp 
þ 


Ta Confe([i on of Fatth. A ſubſertbed at firſt by the Kige 
eAajeſtic and his Houſhold , in the yeare of God 1580, 
Thereafter , by Terſons of. all rankes , in the yeare 1581s 
By ordinance of the Lords of the Secret Counſell , and 


eAts of the generall eAſſembl $ Subſcribed azaine by all - 


ſorts of Terſons in the yeare 1590 ,., By 4 new Ordj. 
nance of Counſel, at the deſire of the general Aſſembly: 

. With a generall Band for maintenance- of the true Relt- 
gton and the Kings Terſon. cAnd now ſubſertbed in the 
Jeare 16338. By Us , Noblemen , Barrons , Gentle- 
men, Burgeſſes , <Miniſters,, and Commons, vnder ſub 
fe ls: Together , with our reſolution and promiſes for 
the cauſes after ſpecified , To maintatne the ſayd true 
Religion , and the Kings cMafjeſize , according to the 


Confeſſion foreſayd , and' Adts of Tarlament, The Tenor 
whereof heere followeth, 


Z EE All.and every one of Us underominidighen- 
7 teſt, chat, after long anddue Examinationof our 
(ER owne Conſciences,in martersoftrue & falſe Re» 
AN = ligion,;arenow throughlyrelolvedofcheTrueth; 
TO byrhe WordandSpirirof: God;8crherefore we 
beltve with our hearts, confefle with our mouths, ſubſcribe 
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The Confeſſion of Faith. | 
conſtantly affirme before God, and the 7 
isonely is the true Chriſtian Faith and | | 

pl /and bringing Salvation to man, which 

the mercie of God reycaled tothe world, by the 

clled Evangell. : _ | 
ieved, and defended, by manyand ſundry 
Realmes, but chicflic by the Kir# of Scot. : 
Kinzs Majeſtie,and three eftates of tht Realme, as Gods 
Trueth, and onely ground of our Salvation: as more 
rlic is expreſſed inthe Confeſſion of our Faith, ſtabli- 


alicklie confirmed hy ſundry Adts of Parliaments, 
along time hath beene openlie profefſed by the 
ſtieand whole body of this Kealme both-in Burgh 
'Tothe which Confeſſion and forme of Religion, 
lie agree inour conſciences inall points, as unto 
undoubted Trueth and Veritie, grounded onely upon 
ritten Word.. And therefore, we abhorre and dacſt all 
ontrarie-Religion, and Doctrine - But chicflie, all kinde of 
2apiſtrie, in generall and particular heads , even as theyare 

w damned and confuted by the Word of God,and Kirk of Scot- 
xd © but in fpeciall wee deteſt and rctuſe the uſurped au- 
thoritie of that Roman Antichriſt uponthe Scriptures of God, 
upon the Kirk, the civill Magiſtrate,and conſ{ciences of men, 
All his tyrannous lawes made upon indifferent things againſt 
r Chriſtian libertie, His erroneous Dod@rine , aoainit the 
ufficiencie of the written Word, the perfection of the Law, 
he office of Chriſt, and his bleſſed Evangell, His corrupted 
Joctrine concerning originall finne, our naturall inabilitic and - 
bellionto Gods Law, our Iuſtificaion by taith only, our 
aperfe& Sanification and obedienceto the Law,rhe nature; 
umber and uſe of the Holy Sacraments. His five baſtard Sa. 
aments, with all his Rites, Ceremonies, and falſe Dotine, 
dded miniſtrationof the true Sacraments without the 
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Of the Kirk of Sediland. 5 
Word of God. His cruell judgement againſt Infants, depar-/ 
ting without the Sacrament : his abſolute neceſſitie of Bap- 
tiſme:his blaſphemous opinion of Tranſubſtantiation,or reall 

_ preſence of Chrilts _ the Elements, and receiving of the 

 ſameby the wicked, orbodies of men. His diſpenſations with 
ſolemae Oathes, Perjuries, and degrees of Mariage forbid. 
deninthe Word : ais crueltic againſt the innocent divorced 
his divelliſh Maſic - his blaſphemous Prieſthood : his profane 
Sacrifice forthe finnes of the dead andthe quicke:his Canoni- 
zationof men, calling upon Angels or' Saints departed, wor- 
ſhipping of Imageric,Relicts,and Crofles,dedicating of Kirks, 
Altars , Dayes, Vowes to creatures his Purgatorie , Pray- 
ers for the dead, praying, or ſpeaking ina ſtrange language, 
with his Procefltons and blaſphemous Letanie , and multi- 
tude of Advocates or Mediators : his manifold Orders, . Auri- 
cular Confefſion: his deſperate and uncertaine Repentancez 
his generall and doubt{ome Faith ; his ſatisfactions of men for 
their {innes : his Tuſtifications by works, op operatum, works 
of Supererogation, Merits, Pardons, Peregrinations, and Sta- 
tions - his holy water, baptiſing of Bells, conjuring of Spi- 
rics, crofling,{aning.,anointing,conjuringshallowing of GO DS 
good creatures, with the ſuperſticious opinion, joynedthere- 
with : his worldlie Monarchie, and wicked Hierarchie : his 
three ſolemne vowes, with all his ſhavelings of ſundrie forts, 
his erroneous and bloudie decrees made at Trext, with alt the 
ſubſcribers and approvers of that cruell and bloudie Band , 
conjured againſt the Kirk of GO D ; and finallic, weedereſt all 
his vaine Allegories, Rites, Signes and Traditions, brought 
intheKirk, without, 'or againſt the Word of GO D,and Do. 
Arine of this true reformed Kirk ; to the which weejoyne our 
ſelves willinglie, in Doctrine , Faith, Religion, Diſcipline, 
and uſe of the Holy Sacraments, as lively members of the 


ſane, in Chriſt our Head © promiſing and {wearing by the 
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6 The Confeſſion of Faith, _ 
"Great Name of the Lord our GOD, that wee ſhall continue in 
the obcdience of the Dodrine and Diſcipline -of this Kirk , 
and ſhall defend the ſame according to our vocation and' Po-. 
wer, all the dayes of our lives, under the paines contained 

- —intheLaw, and danger both of Body and Soule, inthe day 
of @O Ds fearefull Iudgement: and ſceing that many are ſtir- 

- ted upby Sathan, and that Roman Antichriſt, ro promiſe, 

* ſrweare, ſubſcribe, and fora time uſe the holy Sacraments in 

- the Kirk, deceirfullie againſt their owne conſciences, mind- 

- ng thereby, firſt, under the externall cloake of Religion, to 

= corruptand ſubvert ſecretlie GO DS true Religion within th2 
Kirk, andafterward, whentime may ſerve, co become open 
= enemies and perſecutors of the fame, under vaine hope of the 
= Popesdilpenſation, deviſed a gainſtthe Word of & 0 D, to his 
greater confuſion, and their double condemnation inthe day 

— of theLoxDvlzsus. 

> Wee, therefore, willing to take away allſufpition of hy- 
- —pocrifie, and of ſuch double dealing wirh GO D and his Kirk, 
= Proteſt, and call The Searcher of all hearts for wirnelle, that 
Our mindes and hearts, doe fully agree with this our Confe/- 
ſon, Promiſe,0Oath,and Subſcription, 7 othat Wearenot mooved 
— —torany wordly reſpe&, butare perſwaded onely in our Con- 
-  Teiences, through the knowledgeand love of: Gods true Reli- 
> —$0n, printedin Our hearts, by the holy Spirit, as wee ſhall 
-—— anſwere to him intheday, whenthe ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
 beediſcloſed. And becauſe wee perceave, that the quictnes 
— and ſtabilitic of ourReligionand Kirk, doth depend upon the 
— Lafetieand good behaviour of the Kings Majefiie, as upona 
: fortable inſtrument of Gods mercie ; 'graunted to this 
-— Countrey;ztor themaintaining of his Kirk, and miniſtration of 
-— Juſticeamongſt us, wee proteſt and promiſe with our hearts 
under the fame Oath, Hand-yrit, and paines, that wee ſhall 

— acferd his Perſon and Authoritic, with out goods,bodies', + 
| ME --- 


| | Of the Kirk of Scotland. £ "_ 
and lives, in the defence of Chriſt his Eyangell, Liberties of _ 
our Countrie, miniſtration of Iuſtice, and puniſhment of ini- -Y 
quitie, againſtall enemies within this Realme, or without, as 
weedelireour & 0 Dtobeeaſtrong and mercifull deferiderto 
us inthe day of our death, and comming of our Lord Jew: 
Chriff : To whom with the Father, and the holy Spirit, bee 
all Honour and Glorie Eternallie. 


IKE as many Acts of Parlament not onely in generall 
doeabrogate, annull, and reſcind all Lawes,Staturcs, Acts, 
Conſtitutions, Canons,civill or municipall,with all other Or- 
dinances and practique penulties whatſoever, made in prcju- 
dice of the true Religion and P rofeſlours thereof : Or, of the 
true Kirk diſcipline , juriſdiQtion, and freedome thereof - Or 
in favours of Idolatrie and Superſtition-: Or of the P apiſti- 
call Kirk: As, C4 3. 4. 31, Parl. 1. A&. 23. Parl. it. At. 
114, Part. 12. of King James th: fixt,Thar Papiſtrie & Supetlti: 
tion may bee utterly ſuppreſſed according to the intention 
of the. Acts of Parlament repeated in the 5, A&. Tart. 20. 
K. Iames 6. And to that end they ordaine all Papilts & Prieſts 
to bee puniſhedby manifolde Civill and Eccleſtaſticall paines, 
as adverſaries to. Gods true Religion, preached, and by Eaw 
eſtabliſhed within this Realme, A#. 24. Part. x 1.K. James. 6. 
as common enemies toall Chriſtian governement, A&.. 18, 
Parl. 16. K, James 6. as rebellers and gainſtanders of our Sou- 
veraigne Lords Authoritie, 4. 47. Parl. 3. K. Iames6. and 

as Idolatcrs. 4, 104. Parl, 7.. K, Tames 6. but alſo in particu- 
lar (by andarttour the Confeffion of Faith) doe aboliſh and 
condemne the Popes Authoritie and Turiſdition out of this 
Land, and ordaines the maintainers thercof to bee puniſhed, 
AG 2. Parl. 1A. 51: Parl,z. Aft.1c6, Tarl.7. A. 114. Part. 
12. K. TJames 6. doe condemne the Popes erroneous dodtrine, 
or aty other erroneous doQtrine repugnant to apy of _ 
UCIES 
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= SS The Con feſſion of Faith, 's 
ticles of the true and Chriſtian religion publickely preached, 
"and by law eſtabliſhed in this Realme : And ordaines the 
 ſpreaders and makers of Bookes or. Libels, or Letters , ot 
— -writts of that nature to be puniſhed, A#. 46. Parl, 3. 483, 
> 106. Part. 7. Af, 24. Parl. 11. K. 1ames6, doe condemne all 
— Baptiſme conforme tothe Popes Kirke and the Idolatrie of 
— theMaſſe,and ordaines all ſayers, willfull heaters, and con- 
—— cealers of the Maſle , the maintainers and reſetters of the 
Prieſts, Teſuires, traftiquing Papiſts, to bee puniſhed with- 
—— outany exception or reſtriction, AF,5 . Part. 1. AF. 120, Part. 
— 12.4@.164.Parl.13 AfF.193.Parl.14. AF. 1.Parl.t9. cA8.5, 
Part, 20. K. Iames 6. doe condemne all erroneous bookes and 
= writtes contcining erroneous doctrine againſt the Religion 
- preſentlie profeſſed, or conteining ſuperſtitious Rites and Ce- 
= remonies Papiſticall, whereby the people are greatly abuſed; 
> and ordaines the homebringers of them to be puniſhed, AZ. 
= 25. Parl. 11. K. James 6, doe condemne the monuments and 
-—_ dregsof bygane [dolatrie, as,gocing to the Croſles, obſcrving 
= the Feaſtivall dayes of Saincts, and ſuch other fuperſtitious 
and Papiſticall Rites, tothe diſhonour of G6 OD, contempt of 
-— trueReligion, & foſtering of great errour amdng the people, 
 andordaines the uſers of them to be puniſhed forthe ſecond 
=  faultasIdolaters, CA#, xo. Parl, 7. K, James 6. 
-—— Likeasmany aQs of P arliament are conceaved for mainte- 
nance of Gods true and Chriſtian Religion, and the puricie 
thereof in Doctrine and Sacraments of the true Church of 
Cod, the libertic and freedomethereof, in her nationall, Sy- 
nodall Aflemblies , Presbyteries, Seſfions,, Pollicie, Diſci- 


I = BEN a 


EP = and Juriſdiction thereof, as that puritie of Religionand 


Lt; 


——  libertic of the Church was uſed, profeſſed, exerciſed, preach. 
ed, andconfeſled according tothe reformation of Rcligionin 
= thisRealme. As for inſtance, the 99. A. Parl. 7. A. 23. 
—  Tarl11,A@.114-P.12 Af.160.Tarl.13.of K. James 6, Ratified 


by 
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_ Of the Rirk af Scotland. = 9 
by the 4. 4 of King Charles, Yothart the6.' LA. Parl. 1.and 
68. AE, Parl, 6, oft King James 6. in the yeare of God 1579. 
declares the Miniſters of the bleſſed Evangell, whom GOD of 
his mercie had raiſed up, or hereafter ſhould raiſe, agrecing 
wich them that then lived in Doctrine, and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, and the people that profeſſed Chriſt,as he was 
then offered in the Evangell, and doth communicate with the 
holy Sacraments, ( as inthe reformed Kirkes of this Realme - 
they were publickly adminiſtrate ) according to the Confeſli- 
on of Faith, to bee the true and holy Kirk of: Chriſt Jeſus 
within this Realme, and decernes and declares/all and ſundrie, 
who either gaineſayes the Word of the Evangell, teceivedand 
approved, as the heads of the Confeſſion ofg Faith, profeſſed 
in Parlament, in the yeare of God 1 5 60, ſpecified alſo inthe 
firſt Parlament of King James 6.and ratified inthis preſent Par- 
lament, more particularly do ſpecifie, or that refuſes the admi- 
niſtration of the holy Sacraments, as they were then miniſtra- 
ted, to bee no members, of the ſaid Kirk within this Realme, 
and true Religion, preſently profeſſed, ſo long as they keepe 
themſelves ſo divided from the ſocictie of Chriſts body: And 
the ſubſequent A#. 69. Parl. 6. of K. Iames 6. declares, That 
there is none other Face of Kirk, nor other Face of Religion, 
then was preſently at that time, by the Favour of GODeſtabli- 
ſhed within this Realme , which therefore is ever tiled, Gods 
true Religion, Chriſt s true Religion, the true and Chriſtian Religi- 
On,and a perfect Religion. Which,by manifoldaRts of Parlament 
all within this Realme, are bound to profeſle to ſubſcribe the 
articlesthereofztheConfeſhon of Faith, to recantall doftrine & 
errours, repugnant to any of the ſaid Articles, A#. 4:4andg: Parl, 
1,47.45.46-47.Þarl.3, AF71.Parl 6.A.105.Parl,7 Att.24. 
Parl.11. 4#,123.Parl. 12.48.194.& 197.Parl:14:; of K. Igmes 
6.: Andall'Magifſtrats; Shirefs,/:8&c.on rhe ohe partears or- 
gained to: ſearch,: apprehend; and/puniſh all contraviners;:For 
Won B inſtance, 


The "Confeſſion of Faith , | 
ce, AT, .Parl. 1, AF. 104, Part. 7. AT. 25. Part; rt, 


C Iamesr6, And that notwithſtanding of the Kings Majeſtics 
Cences on the contrarie-which arc diſcharged and declared 
beeof no force, in ſo farre as they tend in any wayes, to the 
5D ejudice and hinder of the execution of the Acts oF. P arla- 
7 - 9p againſt-P apiſts and'adverſaries of true, Religion NF, /:71 
106. Tarl.5.K,James 6..0n the other part inthe47. AR: Peinks 
James 6. It isdeclaredand ordainedz'{ceing cheoauſe of Gods 
rucRelision; and his highnes Authority are ſojoyned, as the 
 thurtof the oneisconmon toboth: &rhat noneſhill berepu- 
_tedasloyall 8& faichfull ſubje&s:ro'our SoveraigneLord, orlis 
— *Authority,bucbe purliſhable as rcb&llers & gunſtandersvt the 
fame, who'/ſhalf not /give/their''Confeſſiony and make- their 
rofeſſionof the ſaid trucReligion, 8&rhat-they who after de- 
n ſhall give. the: Confeſſion: of their Faith of new, they 
— "thallpromiſe to contmue thercin .intime comming; to-main- 
- -talr our:Souveraigne Lords Authority, andatthe ucrermoſt 
= of theirpower totorrific; /aflift; and maintainerhe truePiea- 
TY -—chersand P rofeſfors of Chriſts Evangell, againſt whatſoever 
enemies and gaineſtanders of the ſame :and'namelic, againſt 
ofxyhatloever nation, cſtate,-or degree-they' bee of: 
«that havejoyned, andboundthemfetves; ortaveaffiſted; or 
_ -affif 8t0 forward, ind exccuteithecruell/ doorces of Trent, 
contrary to the Preachers andtruc Profetfors.of the Word of 
30d, whichis repeated wordby word'inthe Aeticles of Pa- 
thcation at Perth then; of Februar: 15: 
rlament/the-lift of; Aprilez:15 72. Rarifi 
and related; A#.'T23% Part. Ing KR; Tad 
thatthey-are bound to'reſiſt:n{trreafonableuproares 


ries raiſedagainit thetrue Rdigion, thoKings Maje- 


_ 


thetrueP roteſſors. ANKEIBAYWTS ESA 
ound to maintaitiethe/ | Majeſties 
ity, the Auchoritie of Parlainents, 
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without the which neither any. lawes or lawiull judicatories 
can be eſtabliſhed, AF. 130. 4.131, Part. 3K. James 6.8 the 
{ubjeRs liberties, who ought onely 'to.live 8&be; governed by 
the Kings lawes, the common lawes of this Realmeallaneflie, 
Ae.48. Tarl.z . K. lames the firſt, Af.q 3. Tarl,6.KIames the. 4. 
repeated inthe Af,131, Part, 8. KR, Tames6. Which, if they bee 
innovated or. prejudged, the comiſſion.ancnt-the union of the 
two Kingdoms of Scotland & England, which is the ſole A#, 
of the 17. Parl. of K. Tames 6, declares ſuchconfufion would en- 
ſue, as this Realme could bee no more a- free Monatchie,, -be- 
cauſeby the fundamentall lawes, ancient priviledges, offices 
and liberties. of this Kingdome, not. onely the Princelic Au- 
thority of his Majeſties Royall-diſcent hath been theſe many 
ages maintained, buralſo the peoples fecuritie of theit-Lands; 
 livings, rights, offices, liberties, and dignities' preſerved,” and 
| thereforefor the preſervation'of the ſaid true Religion, Lawes, 
and Liberties ofthis Kingdome;it is ſtatute by the 8. Ad. Part, 
I, repeated in the 99. At. Parl,7. Ratified inthe 23 4G Park; 11, 
and 114.46&.Parl.12.of K. James 6,and 4, At.of K.Charles, That 
all Kingsand Princes at their Coronation 8 reception of their 
Privecly Authoritie, ſhall make their faithfull promile by their 
folemne oath inthe preſence of the Eternall God, that, dhdu. 
ring the whole time of their lines, they ſhall ſerve the ſame 
Eternall God to the/uttermoſt of their power, according as 
he hath required inhis moſt holy Word, contained inthe old 
and new Teſtament. And according to thefame Word, ſhall 
maintainethe true Religion/of Chriſt Teſus, the-preaching of 
his holy Word; the due & right:miniſtration of'the Sacramets 
now receavedand preached within this Realme (according to 
the Confelsion of Faith immediatelie preceeding) and ſhall 
aboliſh and gainſtand-all falſe Religion contrarie tothe ſame,: 
&ſhallrlethe people; committed ro their charge, according! 
t9:the wil and command:of God, reveakdinbis Forefiid! 

otioo1;d "2 Word, 
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2 ©. The Confaſfonof Faitt. 
=  Word,andaccording tothe laudable Lawes aud Conſtitutions 
received in this Realme, nowayes repugnantto the ſaid will 
hey the 'Ecernall God, and ſhall | 6-900þ ro the uttermoſt of 
= xeir power, to the Kirk of Go and whole Chriſtian people 
 rrucandperſtopeace i inall time coming :- and that they ſhall 
> zee carecfull ro roote out of their Empire all Hereticks, and 
© enemies totherrue worſhip of God, who ſhall bee convicted 

S bythe ttue Kirk of God, of the foreſaid crimes, which was 
alſo obfervedby his Majeſtic, at his Coronarion in Edeubureh, 
z T a, 2 163 3. as may beſeenein the order of the Coronation, 
= In obedience to the Commandement of G O D, con- 
Rell / fotnieto the praiſe of the godly informer times, and accor- 
ding to the laudable example-of our Worthy and Religious 
- | Progenitors, and: of many yet living amongſt us, which was 

rarranted alſo by a& of Counſelt, commanding a generall 
| band: to bee made and ſubſcribed by his Majeſtiesf, bjets, 
- ofall ranks, fortwo cauſes: One was, For defendingthe true 
<Þ dligion, asSit wasthen reformed; andis expretledinthe'Con- 
— feſſion of Faith, abovewritten, anda former large Confe(- 
fion- eſtabliſhed |by ſundrie acts of lawfall generall afſem- 
| blies, Fl -and of Parlament, unto which ic hath relation ſett 
_ dowhc in/ publicke. Catechiſmes, and which had beene for 
WP mir wy yeares: with a bleſſing from Heaven preached,and pro- 
J | felles inthis Kirkand Kingdome, as Gods undoubred trueth , 

4 ounded: only upon his written Word. The other cauſe 
was for maintaining the! Kings Majeſtic, His Perſon, and 
Eſtate: the true worfhip of GOD, Sl the Kings authoritie 
| beeing fo ſtraitly joined, as that they had theſame Friends, and 
common enemies, and did ſtandand fall together. And final- 
- ly, being convinced in our mindes, and confeſſingwith our 
- mourhes, that the preſent and ſucceeding generations in this 
-  Land,areboundto keep the foreſaid nationall Oath and Sub- 
ſcription inviolable, Wee ERS, Barrons, Gentlemen, 
=:  Burgeſſes, 
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Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons under ſubfcribing, con- 
fidering divers times before, and eſpecially at this time, the 
danger of the true reformed Religion, of the Kings honour, 
and of the publick peace of the Kingdome : By the manifold 
innovations and evills | 05: 0977 conteined, and particularlie 
mentioned in ourlate ſupplications, complaints, and prote- 
ſtations : Doe heereby profeſle, and before God, his Angels, 
and the World ſolemnelie declare : Thar , with our whole 
h-arts wee agree and reſolve all the dayes of our life con- 
ſtantlic to adhere unto, and to defend the forcſaid true Re- 
ligion,and ( forbearing the pratife of all novations , alreadie 
introduced in the mattersof the worſhip of G O D, or apro- 
bation of the corruptions of the publicke Governement of the 
Kirk or civill places and powetof Kirkmen, til] they be tryed 
and allowed in free afſemblies, and in Parlaments) to labour 
by all meanes-lawfull ro recover the puritie and libertie 
of the Goſpel, as it was eſtabliſhed and profeſſed beforethe 
Foreſaid novations : and becauſe after due examination, wee 
plainelie perceave, and undoubtedlic believe, that the Inno- 
vations and evils conteined in our: Supplications, Complaints, 
and Proteftations. have no warrant of the Word of God, are 
contrarie' to the Articles-of the Foreſaid Confeſſions to the 
intention and'meaning of the blefled reformers of Religion 
in this Land, to the above writtin As of Parlament., and 
_ doe ſenfiblie tend to'the re-eſtabliſhing of the Popiſh Reli- 
gion and tyrannie , and to the ſubverſion and ruine of the 
true Reformed Religion; and of our Liberties, Lawes and 
Eftates. Weeallo declare, that theForeſaid Confeſſions are 
to be interpreted, and ought to be underſtood of the Foreſaid 
novations and evils'no lefſe than if every one of them had 
beeneexpreſſed inthe -Forefaid confeſſions, and that wee are 
obliged to deteft and abhore them amongſt other particular 
heads of Papiſtric abjured therein. And therefore from the 
B 3 know- 
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© knowledge and C on{ciences of our ductie to Go d » tO Our King 
and Countrey, without any wordly re{pc& or inducement, 
fo farre as humane infirmitic will lufler, wiſhing a further 
* meaſure of the grace of God for this effect. We promiſe, 
— — andſweare by the Great Name of the Lord our GOD, to con- 
—tinuein the Profeſſion and Obedience of the Forelaid Reli- 
gion : That weſhall defend the ſame, and refiſt all theſe con- 
 traric errours and Corruptions;, according to our vocation, 
and to the uttermoſt of that power that G O D hath putin our 
= hands, all the dayes 6f ourlite - and in like manner with the 
ſame heart s WCC dec lar C befor - G Oo D and Men 4 That Weec 
= baveno intention nor deſireto-attempt any thing that may 
—— turnetothe diſhonour of G OD, or to che diminution of the 
_ © Kings reatneſſe and authoritic : Bur on the contrarie, wee 
promiſe and ſweares that wee ſhall, tothe uttermoſt of our 
Power, with our meanes and lives, ſtand tothe defence of our 
dread Soveraigne, the Kings Majeſtie, his Perſon,'and Autho- 
= ritie, inthedeftenceand preſervation of the foreſaid rrueReligi- 
on, Liberties and Lawes of theKingdome: As alſo tothe mu- 
= tuall defence and affiſtance, every one of us of another in the 
—  famecauſeof maintainingthe true Religion, and his Majeſties 
-—  Authoritie, with our beſt counſell ,.our; bodies, meanes, and 
AY whole power againſt all ſorts of perſons whatſoever. So that 
——— whatſocyer ſhall be done to thelcaſt of us for that cauſe, ſhall 
= beertakenas done to us all in generall, and to,eyery one of us in 
particular. And that wee ſhall neitherdireQly nor indirectly 
-—— ſufferour ſelves to bee dividedor withdrawnby whatſoever 
ſuggeſtion, allurement, or terrour frortt this bleſſedand loyall 


* 


-  Conjunction, nor ſhall caſt in any let or impediment, that may 
ſtay orhinder any ſuch reſolution as by common conſent ſhall 
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be found to conduce for ſo good ends. . Bur on thecontrarie, 
= —Thallbyall lawfullmeanes labour to further and prombvethe 
-  ſame,andif any ſuck dangerous and divifiye motion be made 
_ : 4 : to us 
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to us by Word or Writ, Wes and every one of us, ſhall cither 


ſuppreſle it, or if need bee ſhall incontinent make the ſame. 


known, that it may betimeouſly obviated- neither do we fear 
the foule aſpcriions of rebellion, combination, or what clſe 
our adverſaries trom their craft and malice would put upon us, 
ſeeing what wwe doe is ſo well warranted, and arifeth from an 
unfeined defire to maintaine the true worſhip of God,the Ma- 
jeltic of vur King, and peace of the Kingdome. for the common 
happinetſe of our ſelves, and the poſteritie. And becauſe wee 
cannot look for a blefling from God upon our proceedings, cx- 


cept with our Profefſionand Subſcription wee joine ſuch a life : 


and converſation, as beſeemeth Chriſtians, who have renewed 
their Covenanant with God; Wee, therefore, faithfully pro- 
miſe, for our {clves, our followers, and all other under us,both 
in publick, in our particular families, and perſonall carriage, to 
endevour to kcepe our ſelves within the bounds of Chriſtian 
libertie, and to be good examples to others of all Godlineſle, 
Soberneſle, and Righteouſneſle, and of every duetie we owe to 


God and Man, and thatthis ourJnion and ConjunCction may - 


be obſerved without violation, we call the living GOD, the 
Searcher of our Hearts. to witnes, who knoweth this to be our 


ſincere Deſire, and unfained Reſolution, as we ſhall anſwere 


to FESV S CHRIST, inthegreat day, and under the paine 
of Gods everlaſting wrath, and of infamie, and lofle of allho. 
nour and reſpect in this World, Moſt humbly-befceching the 


Lord, to ſtrengthen us by his holy Spirit for this end- andto 


bleſſe our deſires and proceedings with a happie ſucceſle, that 
Religion and Righteouſneſſe may flouriſh in the Land to the 
lory of GOD, the honour of our King, and peace and comfort 


of us all. In witneſſe whereof wee have ſubſcribed with our 


hands all the premiſſes, &c. 
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